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th
ou

sa
nd

s r
oost

in
g in

 one grove. 

C
om

m
on

 y
ea

r-
ro

un
d 

ac
ro

ss
 th

e country
, I m

ay gather in communal 

ro
os

ts
 o

n
 w

in
te

r n
ig

ht
s,

 s
om

et
im

es w
ith

 th
ousands or even tens of 

air to break them open. 
g

rain
, b

erries, fruit. I w
ill drop hard-shelled mollusks from the 

I’ll eat anything I can find, including insects, frogs, small snakes, 

sh
ellfish

, carrion, garbage, eggs, the young of other birds, seeds, 

take care of our young.

feathers. Our offspring from
 previous seasons often

 help
 u

s 

I nest at the end of winter or early spring, laying 4-6 eggs. M
ated

 p
airs 

perch close together, touching bills & preening each other’s 
of rivers, stre

am

s, 
and m

ar
sh

es
. 

such as farmland, city
 parks, c

em
ete

rie
s, 

ya
rd

s,
 a

nd
 th

e 
sh

or
es

 

I will live in any open place th
at o

ffe
rs

 a 
fe

w
 tr

ee
s 

to
 p

er
ch

 in
 a

n
d

 a
 

reliable source of fo
od, in

 both
 natu

ra
l a

nd h
um

an
 c

re
at

ed
 h

ab
it

at
s,

 

aandeg

k̓ aʔk̓ aʔ

Andékshkwé

aanteekwa

American crow

Corvus 
brachyrhynchos

koga

haih

âhâsiw
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relations 
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I a
m

 a
 v

er
y 

in
te

lli
ge

nt
 b

ird
, a

nd m
any In

digenous people tell stories of my 

in
te

lli
ge

nc
e,

 m
y 

tr
ic

kery
, a

nd sometim
es, m

y vanity.
Many tribes invoke me or m

y close relative, the raven, for  

medicine and for pow
er. 

 I can
 recog

n
ize hum

an people’s faces and will remember if they are friendly 

or harm
ful. I w

ill even tell other crows about these people. 

I am known to lead wolves and oth
er p

re
dat

or
s t

o 
fo

od
 th

ey
 c

an
 s

ca
ve

n
g

e.
 

After they do the hard work of te
arin

g open th
e 

ca
rc

as
s,

 I 
ea

t t
he

 le
ft

ov
er

s.
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ca
m

ou
fla

ge 
m

y n

est w
ith

 lic
hens.

ab
ov

e 
g

ro
un

d.
 It

 is
 m

ad
e 

of s

pid
er w

ebs and plant matter. I 

I m
ay

 b
eg

in
 n

es
ti

ng
 in

 D
ec

em
ber, o

r e
ven earlie

r. M
y nest site is usually 

on
 b

ra
nc

he
s,

 v
in

es
, w

ire
s, 

or u
nder e

aves and usually 4-25 feet 

b
ill and long tongue deep into the center of the flower. 

I eat m
ostly nectar and insects. I also feed on sugar-water mixtures in 

hu
m

m
in

gbird feeders. I usually feed while hovering, extending my 

eggs and feeds the young.

noise. I lay 2 eggs a year and only the fem
ale incu

b
ates th

e 

Males court females by flying as high as 130 feet in the air an
d

 th
en

 

diving toward the ground, where he m
akes a buzzy, high-p

itch
ed

 
significantly

 over t
he p

ast
 fe

w
 d

ec
ad

es
.

round in the Pacific
 North

west
. M

y 
ra

ng
e 

ha
s 

ex
p

an
d

ed
 

More vocal than most hummingbird
s, 

m
al

es
 h

av
e 

a 
bu

zz
y 

so
n

g
, o

ft
en

 

given while perched. I a
m th

e only
 h

um
m

in
gb

ir
d 

to
 re

m
ai

n
 y

ea
r-

nenookaazi

tətiʔəd

Anna’s hummingbird

Calypte anna

biisi
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su
st

ain
 us.

fr
om

 A
us

tr
al

ia
 th

at
 b

lo
om

 in
 w

in
ter. H

uman feeders also help  

W
e 

st
ay

 in
 th

e 
Pa

ci
fic

 N
or

th
w

es
t i

n w
in

ter &
 th

at is
 a recent phenomenon. 

W
e’

ve
 b

ee
n 

m
ov

in
g 

ou
r n

or
th

 alo
ng w

ith
 in

tro
duced eucalyptus trees 

Indigenous people tell stories of m
e about joy and m

y relationship to essen
tial 

spring rain and flow
ers.

I w
ent w

herever m
y food went.

M
y range has expanded greatly over the past few decades. People started 

p
lan

tin
g

 flow
ers from

 m
y hom

e territory up and down the West Coast, and 
I don’t only eat nectar! I a

lso eat s
piders

 and in
se

ct
s.

 T
he

 p
ro

te
in

 is
 a

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 

part 
of m

y d
ie

t. 
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m
ay

 m
ig

ra
te

 s
ou

th
 sl

ig
htly

 across th
e Great Lakes. 

I t
yp

ic
al

ly
 li

ve
 c

lo
se

 to
 b

od
ie

s o
f w

ater w
herever prey is abundant, all 

ac
ro

ss
 th

e 
co

nt
in

en
t. 

I s
ta

y 
in

 th
e Pacifi

c Northwest year-round, but 

sm
all pieces and feeding it directly to them at first.

A
t least one parent rem

ains w
ith our young almost constantly for their 

first 2 w
eeks. Both parents bring prey our young, tearing food into 

becom

e huge. 

materials; we may reuse & add to it for years, so th
at they 

Our nests are usually in very tall trees up to 180’ high or h
igher. Th

e 

nests (built by both sexes) are a m
ound of sticks, lined w

ith
 fin

er 
bird

s (d
ucks, 

co
ot

s)
.

catfish, many others. W
hen fi

sh
 are

 sc
ar

ce
, I

 m
ay

 e
at

 w
at

er
 

Opportunistic; sometim
es a pre

dato
r, 

so
m

et
im

es
 a

 s
ca

ve
ng

er
. I

 fe
ed

 

heavily on fish in many areas, in
clu

din
g h

er
ri

ng
, s

al
m

on
, c

ar
p

, 

migizi

yəx̌ ʷəlaʔ

Kno / mgezhwash

bald eagle

Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus

awohali

bia-qwi’yaa’

mikisow



Niibin - pədhədəb

Dagwaagin - p
edʔu

lad
xʷ

Bib
oo

n - p
əd

tə̕s

Ziigwan  - ʔuhihədəb

DR
L-1

71
27

96
 &

 17
13

36
8 

IS
TE

AM
 C

oll
ab

or
at

ive
, E

va
ns

to
n,

 IL
 an

d 
Se

at
tle

, W
A

As our clim
ate 

changes, 

how are my 

relations 
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O
u

r 
w

in
te

r a
nd

 s
um

m
er

 h
ab

ita
t i

s u
nlik

ely to
 be alte

red by climate change, as 

w
e 

ar
e 

ad
ap

ta
ble

 to
 m

any enviro
nments. important to many custom

s and regalia across m
any trib

es.

I am an important medicine and sym
bol of pow

er and honor for m
any 

Indigneous people. My feathers are considered sacred and are very 

m
ay try fishing for the first time. Watch for us!

Fin
d

 m
e soaring above lakes and reservoirs and in nearby trees while you 

recreate in the w
arm

 w
eather. Our young will begin fly at this time and 

we have re
co

ver
ed

.

Due to chemicals like DDT, our p
opulatio

ns f
el

l d
ra

st
ic

al
ly

 in
 th

e 
la

st
 c

en
tu

ry
, 

to the point w
e were endangere

d. W
ith

 th
e 

ba
nn

in
g 

of
 D

D
T,
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I d
on

’t 
m

ig
ra

te
, b

ut
 I 

st
ar

t l
iv

in
g so

lit
ary

 in
 winter. I h

unt for fish in 

un
fr

oz
en

 b
odies of w

ater.

g
rou

n
d

, w
e need to w

atch out for snakes and mammals.

M
y m

ate and I spend a lot of time  

p
rotecting our burrow

 from
 predators. Because we nest in the 

I live alone until the breeding season – m
y m

ate and I dig a bu
rrow

 in
 

the side of a cliff or stream
bank. It can be up to 12” deep

!
sharp

 b
eak.

I sit on a perch looking at th
e w

ate
r, w

aiti
ng 

to
 fi

nd
 fi

sh
 o

r s
he

llf
is

h
. 

When I see one, I d
ive in

to th
e w

ate
r a

nd 
ca

tc
h 

th
e 

fi
sh

 w
it

h
 m

y 

ogiishkimanisii

kihkamanhsia 

belted kingfisher

Megaceryle alcyon

tsahilo 

pah-kwe’-zah’-rah-
rah’

okîskimanasiw

 



Niibin - pədhədəb

Dagwaagin - p
edʔu

lad
xʷ

Bib
oo

n - p
əd

tə̕s

Ziigwan  - ʔuhihədəb

DR
L-1

71
27

96
 &

 17
13

36
8 

IS
TE

AM
 C

oll
ab

or
at

ive
, E

va
ns

to
n,

 IL
 an

d 
Se

at
tle

, W
A

As our clim
ate 

changes, 

how are my 

relations 

changing?

In
 s

om
e 

tr
ib

es
, t

he
re

 a
re

 c
la

ns n
am

ed afte
r m

e. In
 other tr

ibes there are stories 

ab
ou

t m
y fi

shin
g skills

.

I dig nests on the sides of stream
s and cliffs, so m

y eggs are at risk of b
ein

g
 

eaten by many predators. I keep a careful eye.

M
y w

inter and sum
m

er habitat w
ill be stable in the face of climate change.

 down th

eir 
m

ea
ls

.

I feed my babies food whole despite
 th

e fa
ct

 th
at

 th
ey

 a
re

 s
m

al
l a

nd
 w

ea
k.

 

Their stomachs are extre
m

ely acid
ic

 in
 o

rd
er

 to
 h

el
p 

br
ea

k 
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th
e 

w
hole year.

I s
ta

y 
in

 th
e 

ar
ea

, f
or

ag
e 

fo
r f

ood, a
nd scavenge for acorns and other  

fo
od

 I’
ve

 h
id

de
n 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut t
he year. I

 stay with my mate through 

b
ird

s, b
ut m

ostly focus on insects and seeds (mostly acorns). 

W
e are very vocal and im

itate Red-tailed hawks, cats, and humans. I eat 

a lot of d
ifferent things, including eggs, dead vertebrates, and dead 

and bird feeders.

I don’t migrate much in the spring. I nest in branches 10-25’ h
igh

 w
ith

 a 

mate I pair with for life. I spend a lot of tim
e near oak trees 

places fo
r t

he com
in

g w
in

te
r.

As oak trees produce acorns, o
ne of m

y fa
vo

rit
e 

fo
od

s,
 I 

ca
n 

ho
ld

 u
p

 to
 5

 

in my mouth at one tim
e, w

hich allo
w

s m
e 

to
 s

to
re

 m
y 

fo
od

 in
 o

th
er

 

diindiisi

kay̓kay̓ 

Othindis 

teenteekhsa

blue jay

Cyanocitta cristata

dla(y)igo 

ahbehi-huchuu’

kwîhkwîsiw
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changes, 

how are my 

relations 

changing?

M
y 

w
in

te
r a

nd
 s

um
m

er
 h

ab
ita

t w
ill

 be very
 stable in the face of climate 

ch
an

ge
, b

ec
au

se
 I 

am
 v

er
y ad

apta
ble to

 fo
od and nesting places.

birds of prey.

Many small birds will attack, or ‘m
ob’ haw

ks, ow
ls, or falcons before they g

et 

a chance to hunt the small birds. Blue jays in particular w
ill read

ily m
ob

 
I trick other birds into thinking I’m

 a cat or a hawk, to scare them away from 

food I w

ant to eat. 

trees throughout th
e contin

ent w
hen

 th
e 

gl
ac

ie
rs

 m
el

te
d

.

I store a lot of seeds th
rough th

e year t
o eat

 la
te

r, 
bu

t I
 fo

rg
et

 w
he

re
 I 

b
u

ry
 

some of them. These seeds grow in
to

 h
ealth

y 
pla

nt
s.

 I 
he

lp
ed

 s
pr

ea
d

 a
co

rn
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th
e 

oc
ea

n 
or

 la
rg

e 
un

fr
oz

en
 b

odies of w
ater near the coasts.

I d
on

’t 
sp

en
d 

w
in

te
rs

 w
ith

 m
y m

ate
, b

ut w
e re

turn to the same lake in 

sp
ri

n
g

. I
 fi

sh
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
w

in
te

r i

n la
rg

e flo
cks along the coasts of 

but often clim
b on m

y back until they mature.
For a n

est, I build a m
ound on a dry area in a lake, often in a hidden 

corn
er of the pond or lake. I usually lay 2 eggs. My young can swim 

lakes, ponds, to eat and rest, because I am
 not a strong

 flyer.

I migrate north at this time to the woods of W
ashington

, M
in

n
esota, 

Michigan, & Canada. I stop frequently at bodies of w
ater – rivers, 

south
 at t

his 
tim

e.

I am an extremely good swim
mer a

nd d
iv

er
. I

’m
 fa

r b
et

te
r i

n
 th

e 
w

at
er

 

than on land or in the air, 
as I s

w
im

 a
nd d

iv
e 

fo
r f

is
h.

 I 
m

ig
ra

te
 

maang 

Thethak

common loon

Gavia immer

mâkwa
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As our clim
ate 

changes, 

how are my 

relations 

changing?

In
 s

om
e 

tr
ib

es
, t

he
re

 a
re

 c
la

ns n
am

ed afte
r m

e. In
 other tr

ibes there are stories 

ab
ou

t m
y 

fi
sh

in
g 

pr
ow

es
s, 

m
y in

te
re

stin
g shape, and my red eyes.

physical and spiritual. 

I am an important bird to many Indigenous peoples. They see m
e as a b

rin
g

er 

of spring, or as a messenger. I am
 said to connect land, sky, and

 w
ater; 

M
y su

m
m

er habitat is likely to decrease by 33% because of climate change. 

Th
is m

ay m
ean I w

ill no longer nest in the Great Lakes or Washington.
I eat fish almost exclusively - in

 are

as w
ith

 p
ol

lu
te

d 
w

at
er

, I
 a

m
 p

ro
n

e 
to

 

getti
ng si

ck.
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co
nt

in
ue

 to
 fe

ed
 o

n se
eds th

roughout th
e winter.

I s
ta

y 
w

it
h 

m
y 

m
at

e 
th

ro
ug

hout t
he year a

nd will j
oin larger flocks to 

st
ay

 w
ar

m
 in

 th
e 

w
in

te
r. 

I o
nly

 m
ig

rate slig
htly south, if at all. I 

chest and throat. I am
 one of only three birds to do so! 

I can
 raise up to 6 broods a year, each brood with 2 chicks. I feed my 

you
n

g
 a very nutritious “pigeon m

ilk” from special glands in my 

build their nest.

they think a good nest can be and the fem
ales choose w

here to 

I am comfortable living around people and build nests on b
alcon

ies, 

roofs, fences, poles, etc. Males w
ill show

 their m
ates places 

I can eat up to 12-20% of b
ody w

eig
ht a

 d
ay

, a
lm

os
t e

nt
ir

el
y 

in
 s

ee
d

s 
an

d
 

sometimes fruit. I
 ofte

n pre
en w

ith
 m

y 
m

at
e 

to
 k

ee
p 

cl
ea

n
. 

omiimii

miimia

mourning dove

Zenaida macroura

gule disgo

haiwi 

mehmew
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how are my 
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m
an

y co

m
m

unitie
s.

I a
m

 o
ne

 o
f t

he
 m

os
t c

om
m

on
ly

 h
unte

d bird
s by humans and more-than-

hu
m

an
s 

in
 N

or
th

 A
m

er
ic

a. T
his w

ay, I 
provide sustenance for 

Mourning doves are very comfortable living around people and bu
ild

 n
ests 

using pine needles, twigs, and grass stem
m

s in cities across the contin
en

t.
I am

 a very adaptable bird - m
y w

inter and summer territories will be stable in 

the face of clim
ate change.

deciduous t
re

es
.

I may migrate to other la
nds durin

g th

is 
tim

e 
sp

re
ad

in
g 

se
ed

s 
as

 I 
go

. A
s 

th
e 

leaves fall, I c
an be seen m

ore easily
 p

erc
hed

 in
 c

ot
to

nw
oo

d 
an

d
 o

th
er
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se
ed

s a

nd fr
uit.

m
e 

st
an

d 
ou

t i
n 

th
e 

sn
ow. I 

contin
ues to eat mostly  

I s
ta

y 
in

 C
h

ic
ag

o 
an

d 
ot

he
r e

as
te

rn

 to
wns and citie

s for the winter but 

jo
in

 la
rg

er
 f

lo
ck

s 
to

 s
ta

y 
w

ar
m

. M

y brig
ht c

olors in the winter make 

leaves, &
 pine needles. W

e lay 3-4 eggs.

overg
row

n shrubby or viney areas & has layers of twigs, 

I b
u

ild
 m

y nest w
ith m

y m
ate, though the female does most of the 

b
u

ild
ing &

 the m
ale gathers m

aterial. The nest is hidden in 

start of nesting. 

breeding season. Females sing m
ainly in spring b

efore 

To court one another, males and fem
ales raise heads high, sw

ay b
ack 

and forth while singing softly; m
ale often feed fem

ales early in
 

me find food in many places, u
rb

an
, s

ub
ur

ba
n,

 o
r 

ru
ra

l.

I eat mostly seeds, insects, and berri
es, 

and fr
eq

ue
nt

ly
 v

is
t b

ir
d

 fe
ed

er
s.

 

I often forage directly on th
e gro

und. M
y 

die
t i

s 
va

ri
ed

, w
h

ic
h

 le
ts

 

misko-bineshiinh

neehpiki-piheita

northern cardinal

Cardinalis 
cardinalis

totsuwa

ainga-huchuu’ 

mihkopisis



Niibin - pədhədəb

Dagwaagin - p
edʔu

lad
xʷ

Bib
oo

n - p
əd

tə̕s

Ziigwan  - ʔuhihədəb

DR
L-1

71
27

96
 &

 17
13

36
8 

IS
TE

AM
 C

oll
ab

or
at

ive
, E

va
ns

to
n,

 IL
 an

d 
Se

at
tle

, W
A

As our clim
ate 

changes, 

how are my 

relations 

changing?

I w
ill

 o
ft

en
 jo

in
 fl

oc
ks

 o
f m

an
y d

iff
ere

nt b
ird

 species as a way to stay 

sa
fe

 and alert.

Female cardinals sing in the spring, a rare trait for fem
ale birds that hu

m
an

s 

love to hear.

I am
 a very adaptable bird and can be found in many urban and

 suburban neighborhoods. 

I do not migrate, unlike m
any bird

s.  I

 fi
nd fo

od in
 b

ru
sh

 a
nd

 o
n 

th
e 

g
ro

u
n

d
, 

often eating seeds and berri
es l

ef
to

ve
r f

ro
m

 th
e 

ye
ar

.
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I l
iv

e 
th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 m
os

t o
f t

he 
Unite

d States in
 winter, hunting for small 

m
am

m
al

s 
lik

e 
sq

uirr
els in

 open habitats.

I like to stay high in the air; even m

y nests are high on top of trees. My 

m
ate an

d
 I build 6’ high nests out of piles of sticks and branches.

mammals or small birds,  I dive to catch them
. “

“I like to soar over open habitats – roads, prairies, savan
n

a, p
arks, an

d
 

even the desert – in search of food. W
hen I spot prey, often

  
from fo

od th
ey w

ant t
o 

ea
t, 

to
o.

While I eat small bird
s, th

ey ofte
n tr

y to
 at

ta
ck

 m
e 

be
fo

re
 I 

ca
n

 h
u

n
t, 

driving me elsewhere. Blue ja
ys m

im
ic

 m
y 

ca
lls

 to
 s

ca
re

 b
ir

d
s 

aw
ay

 

gekek

x̌ ibx̌ ib

Bébamsét

red-tailed hawk

Buteo jamaicensis

tawodi

edede

onôcikinêpikwêsiw
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how are my 

relations 

changing?

fo
od

s 
I l

ik
e a

re
 lo

wer in
 numbers. 

In
 m

os
t o

f m
y 

ra
ng

e,
 I 

w
ill

 s
ta

y 
near m

y bre
eding areas but may move further 

so
ut

h 
du

ri
ng

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

 h
ar

d w
in

te
rs w

here voles, rabbits, and other 
I am an important medicine and sym

bol of pow
er for m

any hum
an

s across th
e 

continent. My tail feathers are very special for these purp
oses.

M
y d

iet ch
anges across the continent. In arid regions, I eat snakes, and lizards; 

elsew
here I w

ill focus on rodents and small birds.

which m
akes us e

asie
r t

o 
sp

ot
.

If we do choose to migrate, w
e le

ave now
 o

n th
e 

th
er

m
al

 w
in

ds
 d

ow
n

 s
ou

th
. 

Humans enjoy watching us now sin
ce th

e l
ea

ve
s 

ar
e 

fa
lli

ng
 fr

om
 th

e 
tr

ee
s,
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gr
as

sl
an

ds, 
and fa

rm
fie

lds.

In
 m

ig
ra

ti
on

 a
nd

 in
 w

in
te

r, 
I t

ra
vel in

 huge flo
cks of thousands of my 

re
la

ti
ve

s 
in

 th
e 

so
ut

he
rn

 U
S and M

exico. W
e stay in wetlands, 

M
y n

est is in sm
all w

etlands – I find an area with a lot of vegetation and 

m
ake a m

ou
nd in the ground for m

y eggs. I raise 1-2 young a year.

and prairies.

distances. I can stop, rest, and forage in w
etlands, farm

lan
d

, 

I return in large flocks to the Great Lakes, M
idw

est &
 Prairie States. I 

fly very high in the air, using warm
 air pockets to soar for lon

g
 

I eat a lot of different fo
od in

cludin
g se

eds, 
tu

be
rs

, b
er

ri
er

s,
 c

ru
st

ac
ea

n
s,

 

small animals, and crops. I b
egin

 to
 m

ig
ra

ge
 s

ou
th

 a
t t

he
 e

n
d

 o
f f

al
l.

ajijaak

sandhill crane

Grus canadensis

koanta
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uniq
ue b

ird
 dancer.

I d
an

ce
 a

s 
a 

w
ay

 to
 c

ou
rt

 m
at

es
, b

ow

in
g m

y head, ju
mping ito the air, and 

st
re

tc
hi

ng
 m

y 
w

in
gs

. A
t 3

.5 
fe

et t
all, 

I a
m a very graceful and 

numbering over 1,000. 

Many humans in the Great Lakes see our return m
igration as a sig

n
 of the 

beginning of spring - I return in late w
inter or early spring in flocks 

I w
ill lose about a third of m

y sum
m

er habitat range due to climate change.I am a symbol of several tr
ibes. M

any tr
ib

es a
ls

o 
hav

e 
a 

cl
an

 n
am

ed
 a

ft
er

 m
e 

- 

I am a symbol of le
aders

hip
 in

 m
an

y 
of

 th
es

e 
cl

an
s.
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en
su

re
 w

e a
re

 all p
rotected.

A
ll 

ye
ar

 ro
un

d,
 I 

liv
e 

in
 la

rg
e 

flo
cks w

ith
 fa

milie
s and hierachies. In 

w
in

te
r 

I w
ill

 jo
in

 fl
oc

ks
 o

f m
any d

iff
erent b

ird
 species as a way to 

I am
 the song sparrow

. I build nests in tall grasses and weeds. I’m not 

afraid
 of p

eople, and can be found in parks and in neighborhoods.

reeds.  Other sparrows like open fields, chaparral, or forests. 

I am the swamp sparrow, one of 16 sparrow
 species in the low

er G
reat 

Lakes. I nest and hunt in wetlands and build m
y nest in

 cattail 
Lakes at t

his 
tim

e.

I am the white-throated sparro
w. L

ik
e m

ost
 s

pa
rr

ow
s,

 I 
ea

t s
ee

d
s 

an
d

 

insects. I mostly forage on th
e g

ro
und. I

 m
ig

ra
te

 s
ou

th
 to

 G
re

at
 

c̓ ic̓k̓ əd
pihcita

sparrow

Melospiza

tsisquaquo

pasokompin

wâskahikan 
pîwâyisis
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how are my 

relations 

changing?

I a
m

 th
e 

fo
x 

sp
ar

ro
w

 a
nd

 I 
am

 la
rg

er t
han m

ost o
ther sparrows. Consequently, 

m
er

lin
s 

an
d 

ot
her

 b
ird

s o
f p

rey w
ill h

unt fo
r me.

through the entire continent in the past few
 years.

I am the white-throated sparrow and I am
 changing m

y song! I m
ade a n

ew
 

song a few decades ago in British Colum
bia. It w

ent viral and sw
ep

t 

trees down.
M

any of u
s like to forage for food on the ground. We like areas of regrowth and 

recently exposed ground, particularly areas humans have burned or cut 
I am the grasshopper sparrow and w

ill

 h
appily

 se
tt

le
 in

to
 p

ra
ir

ie
s 

m
an

ag
ed

 b
y 

prescribed burn
s or c

are
fu

l m
ow

in
g.
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hi
de

 in
 th

e 
bare

, s
nowy fo

rests.

W
e 

st
ay

 in
 c

iti
es

 li
ke

 C
hi

ca
go and Seattl

e, keeping to lakes, ponds, 

an
d

 r
iv

er
s 

th
at

 d
on

’t 
fr

ee
ze

 o
ver. M

ales lo
se th

eir bright plumage to 

n
est an

d
 follow

 their m
om

s through the ponds and wetlands. 

Fem
ales line nests w

ith their ow
n feathers, then lay anywhere between 

9 an
d

 14 eggs. W
ithin a day of hatching, our ducklings leave the 

and forage nearby. 

These cavities are close to w
ater, so w

e can sw
im

  

Males regain their bright green and red plum
age. M

ales find cavities in
 

trees and females inspect these cavities for nesting su
itab

ilities. 
ponds th

at w

e call 
hom

e.

We eat seeds, fruits, and in
sects. W

e fe
ed b

y 
‘d

ab
bl

in
g’

, o
r d

ip
p

in
g

 o
u

r 

beaks into the water. W
e can also d

iv
e 

fo
r f

oo
d 

in
 o

pe
n 

w
at

er
 a

n
d

 

zhishiib

buʔqʷ

Shishibé

šiihšiipa

wood duck

Aix sponsa

kawonu

beeye

ininisipihk
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how are my 

relations 

changing?

W
e 

w
er

e 
ne

ar
ly

 e
nd

an
ge

re
d a

t o
ne p

oin
t d

ue to
 overhunting and habitat loss. 

W
e 

ha
ve

 s
in

ce
 re

co
ve

re
d d

ue to
 humans building nests for us.

other more-than-hum
ans.

We like to build nests in tree cavities, often in dead or broken trees. These 

dead trees, or snags, are important hom
es for us &

 m
any in

sects or 
W

e w
ill often find other w

ood ducks w

ith young to spend time with. This way, 

w
e can protect dozens of young wood ducks together.

Many humans, foxes, snapping tu
rtl

es, a
nd o

th
er

 p
re

da
to

rs
 h

un
t f

or
 m

e,
 a

s 
w

e 

are pretty
 la

rg
e b

ird
s. 
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I m
ig

ra
te

 s
ou

th
 fo

r t
he

 w
in

te
r a

nd fo
ra

ge alone in the tropics. Males will 

de
fe

nd
 th

eir 
w

in
ter te

rrito
ry. 

 and m
osquitos.

I raise 4-6 chicks per year. Once they can leave the nest, we forage 

tog
ether as a flock. W

e eat insects, mostly caterpillars, moths,

down, or fur.

made of weed stalks, shredded bark, grass, lined w
ith p

lan
t, 

I migrate back to the northern parts of North A
m

erica w
here I sp

en
d

 m
y 

summers. I build my nest in tall shrubs or short trees. The n
est is 

I hunt for food in the tip
s of tr

ee bra
nches

, c
at

ch
in

g 
in

se
ct

s 
as

 I 
ho

ve
r 

over leaves and tw
igs. I s

tart 

m
y m

ig
ra

tio
n 

at
 th

e 
en

d 
of

 fa
ll.

watliduga 

yellow warbler

Setophaga petechia

ohahuittsuu 

osâwaskopiyesîs
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changes, 

how are my 

relations 

changing?

M
y 

w
in

te
r h

ab
ita

t w
ill

 b
e 

st
ab

le
 - 

but m
y summer h

abitat is not. I m
ay lose 

al
m

os
t h

al
f o

f m
y 

su
m

m
er h

abita
t r

ange fro
m clim

ate change.

the new grow
th.

I look for young trees and tall shrubs to nest in. I prefer younger forests an
d

 

thickets, so if humans or lightning burn an old forest, I m
ay find a hom

e in
 

and start over.

C
ow

b
ird

s secretly lay eggs in m
y nests so and trick me into caring for their 

you
ng. If I find these eggs, I rebuild my nest on top of the eggs  

Many birds and snakes hunt fo
r m

e, b

ut I
 am

 v
er

y 
te

rr
ito

ri
al

 a
nd

 w
ill

 d
ef

en
d

 

myself b
y atta

cking all b
ird

s t
hat

 co
m

e 
ne

ar
 m

y 
ne

st
.



Image Citations 

American Crow 

Front 

Three’s a Crowd by Shiela Sund is licensed under CC BY 2.0. 
https://pxhere.com/en/photo/270591  

American crow egg, Corvus brachyrhynchos by Michelle Pemberton is licensed under CC 
BY-SA 3.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Childrens_Museum_of_Indianapolis_-_A
merican_crow_egg.jpg 

Immature American Crow by Kurt Bauschardt is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0. 
https://flic.kr/p/8tyYR7  

Back 

Untitled photo by Texas State Aquarium 
https://www.facebook.com/TXStateAquarium/photos/a.84166113014/10156990936523015/?
type=3&theater 

Untitled photo by Canuck and I 
https://www.facebook.com/thecrowandI/photos/a.870307666410222/3006221096152191 

Crow eating a fish on the Fort Monroe basketball court by c w is licensed under CC BY 2.0. 
https://flic.kr/p/2ejjinP 

Anna’s Hummingbird 

Front 

Anna’s Hummingbird Nest by Steve Berardi is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Anna%27s_Hummingbird_Nest.jpg 

Anna’s Hummingbird - male flying by Kevin Cole is licensed under CC BY 2.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Anna%27s_Hummingbird_-_male_flying.jpg 

Anna's Hummingbird (39089535924) by Becky Matsubara is licensed under CC BY 2.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Anna%27s_Hummingbird_(39089535924).jpg 

Anna’s Hummingbird (male) (5429153205) by Caleb Putnam is licensed under CC BY 2.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Anna%27s_Hummingbird_%28Male%29_%2854
29153205%29.jpg 

Back 

Eucalyptus tree by veesees is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0. https://flic.kr/p/99RzV 

https://pxhere.com/en/photo/270591
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Childrens_Museum_of_Indianapolis_-_American_crow_egg.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Childrens_Museum_of_Indianapolis_-_American_crow_egg.jpg
https://flic.kr/p/8tyYR7
https://www.facebook.com/TXStateAquarium/photos/a.84166113014/10156990936523015/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/TXStateAquarium/photos/a.84166113014/10156990936523015/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/thecrowandI/photos/a.870307666410222/3006221096152191
https://flic.kr/p/2ejjinP
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Anna%27s_Hummingbird_Nest.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Anna%27s_Hummingbird_-_male_flying.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Anna%27s_Hummingbird_(39089535924).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Anna%27s_Hummingbird_%28Male%29_%285429153205%29.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Anna%27s_Hummingbird_%28Male%29_%285429153205%29.jpg
https://flic.kr/p/99RzV


Autumn is in the air by TJ Gehling is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0. 
https://flic.kr/p/xPpXjK 

Bald Eagle 

Front 

Baby Bald Eagle in nest (cropped) by Wknight94 is licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Baby_Bald_Eagle_in_nest_(cropped).jpg 

Bald eagle nest on Seedskadee National Wildlife Refuge by USFWS Mountain-Prairie is 
licensed under CC BY 2.0. https://flic.kr/p/TVUhff 

Belted Kingfisher 

Front 

A monograph of the Alcedinidae (19210661484) by Richard Bowdler Sharpe is licensed 
under CC BY 2.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A_monograph_of_the_Alcedinidae_(192106614
84).jpg 

Blue Jay 

Front 

Cyanocitta-cristata-004 by Mdf is licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cyanocitta-cristata-004.jpg 

Blue Jays nest by Jeff the quiet is licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Blue_Jays_nest.jpg 

Blue Jay with Acorn by Robert Nunnally is licensed under CC BY 2.0. 
https://flic.kr/p/NMYkZk 

Common Loon 

Front 

Gavia immer -Marshfield, Vermont, USA -flying-8 (5) by Ano Lobb is licensed under CC BY 
2.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gavia_immer_-Marshfield,_Vermont,_USA_-fl
ying-8_(5).jpg 

Common Loon with Chick (4895942166) by Mike’s Birds is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Common_Loon_with_Chick_(4895942166).jpg 

Comon Loon by P199 is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.5. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Common_Loon.jpg 

https://flic.kr/p/xPpXjK
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Baby_Bald_Eagle_in_nest_(cropped).jpg
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Back 

Common Loon by Aaron Maizlish is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0. 
https://flic.kr/p/hUjWrH 

Mourning Dove 

Front 

Mourning Dove by Becky Matsubara is licensed under CC BY 2.0. https://flic.kr/p/TeoaBE 

Mourning dove nest by lostinfog is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0. https://flic.kr/p/cUZ4RW 

Mother Dove and Squabs Nesting by Jessie Eastland is licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mother_Dove_and_Squabs_Nesting.jpg 

Northern Cardinal 

Front 

Newborn Northern Cardinal in its nest by Parsons1 is licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Newborn_Northern_Cardinal_in_its_nest.jpg 

Northern Cardinal Eating by Mr.TinDC is licensed under CC BY-ND 2.0. 
https://flic.kr/p/8QrPYA 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Front 

Chase by Mark Gunn is licensed under CC BY 2.0. https://flic.kr/p/G8eN2u 

Red-tailed hawk nest by Mike’s Birds is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0. 
https://flic.kr/p/EZXrWX 

Red-tailed Hawk with moon over Estero Bay CA by Mike Baird is licensed under CC BY 
2.0. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red-tailed_hawk#/media/File:Red-tailed_Hawk_with_moo
n_over_Estero_Bay_CA_-_composition_red-tail-moon-composite-2630s_(323660913).jpg 

A tasty meal by USFWS Mountain-Prairie is licensed under CC BY 2.0. 
https://flic.kr/p/fovx2R 
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https://flic.kr/p/fovx2R


Sandhill Crane 

Front 

Baby Crane with Breakfast by Andrea Westmoreland is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Baby_Crane_with_Breakfast_-_Flickr_-_Andre
a_Westmoreland.jpg 

Mississippi Sandhill crane eggs by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Southeast Region is 
licensed under CC BY 2.0. https://flic.kr/p/2cnNwTs 

Sandhill Cranes (6883783170) by USFWS Mountain-Prairie is licensed under CC BY 2.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sandhill_Cranes_(6883783170).jpg 

Sparrow 

Wood Duck 

Front 

Wood ducks on the dock by Floodmfx is licensed under CC BYSA 3.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wood_Ducks_on_the_dock.JPG 

Wood Duck (Aix sponsa), Parc du Rouge-Cloître, Brussels by Frank Vassen is licensed 
under CC BY 2.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wood_Duck_(Aix_sponsa),_Parc_du_Rouge-Cl
o%C3%AEtre,_Brussels.jpg 

Baby Wood Ducks by Mike’s Birds is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0. https://flic.kr/p/81Wyz5 

Wood duck prospect park april 2019 1 by Ryanfmandelbaum is licensed under CC BY-SA 
4.0. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wood_duck_prospect_park_april_2019_1.jpg 

Yellow Warbler 

Front 

Yellow Warbler Nest by ilouque is licensed under CC BY 2.0. https://flic.kr/p/NaH3NJ 

Back 

Yellow Warbler in nest by Mike’s birds is licensed under CC BY 2.0. 
https://flic.kr/p/82i9vF  
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